
Summary of European Diplomacy 1870 - 1913.

COUNTRY WARS POINTS OF CONFLICT AIMS OF FOREIGN 
POLICY

GREAT BRITAIN Point 1 With France: Mostly over 
Colonial Issues. Egypt 
where the French have 
interests in the Suez 
Channel. Settled after the 
1898 Fashoda and the First 
Moroccan Crisis.

With Germany: Naval 
dominance. Unbalanced 
the balance of Power with 
uniufication. Moroccan 
crisis and colonial power. 
Worried about German 
Industrial power. 

With Russia: Stopping 
Russians from getting to the 
Mediterranean. Balkans

With Turks: Worried about 
weakning powers of the 
empire. Balkans

With Austria-Hungary. 
Worried about alliance with 
Germany. Balkans. 

Belgium must remain 
neutral.

Suez channel and 
control over Egypt.

Colonial Empire.
Preservation of naval 

dominance.
Preservation of the 

Balance of Power 
achieved in the Vienna 
Congress.

FRANCE  With GB: Egypt. 
With Germany: REVENGE. 

Colonial issues, Morocco 
Crises. 

With Russia: old wars 
(Crimean War 1854-56?).

With Turkey:  Morocco, Old 
Ottoman Territory. 

With A-H: Their alliance 
with Germany.

Colonies.
Rhineland-dream, want 

to control territories up 
to the river Rhein.

Spanish throne (cause 
of Franco-Prussian 
War).

REVENGE!! Alsace-
Lorraine. 

GERMANY  With GB: Naval and 
colonial rivalry. 

With France: Catholic 
support to southern 
German states. But basically 
no points of conflict.

With Russia: Worried about 
a Russian attack. Worried 
about an Austrian-Russian 
war. Balkan.

With Turkey: None 

Colonies “A place in the 
sun”.

Navy to compete with 
GB, wanting to force 
GB into an alliance.

Avoid a major 
European war 
(Bismarck).



Germany uses the 
Ottomans against the 
British and the French.

With A-H: War in 1866.

RUSSIA  With GB: GB opposed to 
their control over eastern 
Med.

With France:
With Germany:
With Turkey: Bosporen
With A-H: Balkans

Harbour in the 
Mediterranean. Control 
over Constantinopel.

Pan-Slavism.
  

OTTOMAN EMPIRE  With GB: none
With France: 
With Russia: Balkans
With Germany:
With A-H: Balkans, their 

Lex Luthor.

Survive.

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY  With GB: 
With France:
With Russia: Balkans
With Turkey: Balkans
With Germany: Control 

over “Germany”

Survive.
Balkans.

CHRONOLOGY

YEAR WAR CONFERENCES PEACE TREATIES
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