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Germany important persons

� Ludendorff, Erich.

o Chief of Staff for Paul von Hindenburg.

o “Dictator” of Germany from 1917 after

forcing the Chancellorr to resign.

o Responsible for all major decisions

including military.

o Launches the Ludendorff offensive in

spring 1918.

o Responsible for not realizing that the

war was lost until it is too late.

§ In September (29
th

) 1918 he

suddenly starts informing about

the hopeless situation and calls

for a political solution of the War.

o He is dismissed by the new Chancellor

Prince Max of Baden and flees to

Sweden, Sösdala outside Hässleholm

(The siege of Sösdala).

Erich Ludendorff 1865 - 1937

o Will return under the Kapp

Putsch and participate in

Hitler’s Beer-Hall Putsch. 

o One of the strongest and

loudest supporters of “the

Stab in the Back”-

mythology.

Prince Maximilian of Baden 1867 -1929

� Max von Baden  

o Chancellor of Germany in October 1918

 – November 1918.

o Liberal and probably the man that saved

Germany from total caos.

o Included the Social Democrats in the

Government and handed over to

Freidrich Ebert (soc dem) in November

1918.

o Related to the Kaiser – cousin.

o He had the authority from all camps in

Germany, respected by the workers and

the generals.



� Freidrich Ebert

o Became Chancellor after the

Spartacist Rebellion in November

1919 ( see separate text below.

o Social Democrat, a moderate man

who reluctantly accepted the

appointment as Chencellor.

o Very upset with his comrade Philipp

Scheidemann proclaimed the

Republic from the balcony of the

Reichtag.

o Became the first president of the

Weimar republic.

o Died in 1925.  

o Tried to cool down the socialist

movements and seen by some as a

true defender of the German

democracy.

Freidrich  Ebert 1871-1925

German history autumn 1919.

German Revolution November Revolution.

Kiel October 1918 – November 1919.

The road into chaos will start in Kiel, a city on the coast of the North

Sea, where major parts of the German fleet were stationed, on October

29 1918.

Forty thousand sailors refuses to carry out orders, and starts a

revolution. Their reason is that they get an order to sail towards

England, and they consider this to be a suicidal mission. They refuse

and the problems have started. 

They form revolutionary committees and soldier’s councils. 

The leadership in Berlin are terrified that the rebellion will spread to

other parts of the country and starts negotiating with the leaders of this

rebellion.

Unfortunately this indicates to other rebellious groups in Germany that

the Socialist Revolution has started in Germany. We must remember the events in Russia 1917.

A group of a couple of thousand sailors go by train to Berlin and this inspires a certain Karl Liebknecht to

start his revolution in the German Capitol. This will force the Social Democrat to proclaim the German

republic on the 9
th

 of November 1918.

Spartacist rebellion on the streests

of Berlin 1918



Kaiser Wilhelm abdicates.

On September 29 1918 Ludendorff drops the political bomb saying that the war

is lost and it is time for Germany to start negotiating a seize fire with

representatives for the Entente. 

Ludendorff resigns and Max von Baden becomes Chancellor. Voices all over

Germany calls for the abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II, who refuses to do any

such thing throughout October, but suddenly on November 9 he abdicates,

under the advice of Paul von Hindenburg (later President). Hindenburg will

remorse this the rest of his life. The event leading to his abdication is the Kiel

Uprising. When Hindenburg as representative of the Army tells the Kaiser that

he can no longer expect the support of the Army he resigns. The Kaiser moves

to Holland where he will live until his death in 1941. 

The abdication of the Kaiser leaves a big void in German power structures. It is a

Germany with no recognized leadership that will start negotiations in November 1918. 

The Revolution in November 9 1918.

Two hours after the Scheidemann proclamation of the German Republic, Karl Liebknecht proclaimed the

Free Socialist Republic of Germany from a balcony of the Berlin City

Palace. It was signed the Spartcist League (Spartakusbund), and that

has given the name to this rebellion.

All over Berlin the Spartacist Manifesto could be read:

“The question today is not democracy or dictatorship. The question

that history has put on the agenda reads: bourgeois democracy or

socialist democracy. For the dictatorship of the proletariat does not

mean bombs, putsches, riots and anarchy, as the agents of capitalist

profits deliberately and falsely claim. Rather, it means using all

instruments of political power to

achieve socialism, to expropriate the

capitalist class, through and in accordance

with the will of the revolutionary majority of

the proletariat.” 

From http://www.answers.com/topic/spartacist-league

To his aid some 3000 sailors from Kiel have arrived. Fighting starts and

revolution hits the streets of Berlin. 

This revolution will continue during the rest of the autumn and only when

Ebert calls in the Frei korps will it temporarily end. Liebknecht and his

companion Rosa Luxemburg are murdered and thrown in to the canal.

Kaiser Wilhelm II

Rumour has it that it was from

this window that Liebknecht

proclaim the republic.

After WW2 the Palace will end up in

East Berlin and this nice memorial

is put up to conmemorate the

uprising



In his office in central Berlin Chancellor Ebert gets three disturbing

news this day:

1) His colleague Scheidemann has proclaim a republic.

2) The Revolution has started in Berlin, only a couple of houses away.

3) Later in the evening: the Kaiser

has abdicated.

This happens in midst of ongoing

negotiations with the Americans.

Suddenly Germany has no

legitimate ruler and stands without

a valid constitution. Ebert has no

control over the country since he is

not controlling the army. He is

desperately needing military support and has to agree to many of the

terms that the Kiel uprisers are claiming. This in order to get at least

some soldier to stop the rebellion from spreading.

Peace Negotiations.

The Germans had knowledge of the Wilsonian 14 points and started

negotiations with the Americans. 

“The following telegram was sent through the Swiss government and arrived

in Washington, D.C. on October 5, 1918 [p. 6]:

‘The German Government requests the President of the United States

of America to take steps for the restoration of peace, to notify all

belligerents of this request, and to invite them to delegate

plenipotentiaries for the purpose of taking up negotiations. The

German Government accepts, as a basis of peace negotiations, the

Program laid down by the President of the United States in his

message to Congress of January 8, 1918, and his subsequent

pronouncements, particularly in his address of September 27, 1918.

In order to avoid further bloodshed the German Government requests to bring about the immediate

conclusion of an armistice on land, on water, and in the air.

Max, Prince of Baden, Imperial Chancellor’

In the subsequent two exchanges, Wilson's allusions "failed to convey the idea that the Kaiser's abdication

was an essential condition for peace. The leading statesmen of the Reich were not yet ready to contemplate

such a monstrous possibility." [p.7]

The third German telegram was sent on October 20. Wilson's reply on October 23 contained the following:

‘If the Government of the United States must deal with the military masters and the monarchical

autocrats of Germany now, or if it is likely to have to deal with them later in regard to the

international obligations of the German Empire, it must demand not peace negotiations but

surrender. Nothing can be gained by leaving this essential thing unsaid." [Emil Ludwig, Wilhelm

Hohenzollern, G.P. Putnam's Sons, New York (1927), p. 489]’”

Today in Teirgarten there is a memorial

were Liebknecht is believed to have been

murdered, after an acclaimed escape from

the Freikorps in jan 1919.

Wodrow Wilson President of USA

during the war, an idealist and a

know-it-all that came to Paris with

the best of intentions and left a

broken and weak man.

Karl Liebknecht, loved to sleep on a

bench in Tiergarten. Starter of the

Revolution nov 1918



A delgation was send to Paris to negotiate with the French on

November 11 1918. This meating took place in a railroad coach

in the Compiègne Woods outside Paris. The same wagon will be

tracked down by Hitler in 1940.

In January 1919 the Weimar Republic is formed and the leaders

of the "free world" are gathering in Versailles Paris to start the

negitations for the Peace to settle all wars.

Germany is anciously awaitning an invitation, but that's an other

story. Now you should do the Versailles Peace Treaty simultaion.
This is a replica of the same wagon that was

used, Hitler had the original wagon first

transported to Berlin were it was supposed to

be placed in his new capitol Germania, when

he is lost France in 1944 he destroys the

original avoiding the future use of it...


